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“I believe that Secretary Rumsfeld and others in the Administration 

did not tell the American people the truth 
for fear of losing support for the war in Iraq.

“Secretary Rumsfeld failed to address the full range of requirements for this effort, 

and the result is one percent of the population shouldering the burdens, 

continued hemorrhaging of our national treasure in terms of blood and dollars, 

an Army and Marine Corps that will require tens of billions of dollars to reset  

after we withdraw from Iraq, the majority of our National Guard brigades no longer combat-ready,  

a Veterans Administration which is underfunded by over $3 billion, and 

America arguably less safe now than it was on September 11, 2001.

“If we had seriously laid out and considered  

the full range of requirements for the war in Iraq, 

we would likely have taken a different course of action 
that would have maintained a clear focus on our main effort in Afghanistan, 

not fueled Islamic fundamentalism across the globe,
and not created more enemies than there were insurgents.”

General John Batiste (ret.)
Commander, First Infantry Division, US Army

Testifying to Congress, September 2006
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